Portland’s Clean Diesel
Initiative Builds New Specs
for Green Construction
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Tom DiChiara,aco-founder of Cain Pacifc, credits the Northwest District

t0find a way to lessen diesel emissions (and other environmental
impacts) that brought the developer, the residents, the state's
Department o Environmental Quality (DEQ)

contracting companes together to explor sustainabilty options.

master plan' that wasdeveloped with heavy nput rom the
neighborhaod, DiChiaa told3p.[The] Nortwest Portland Dist
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emissions. They were, and agreed o partcipate i acarefuly outlined

designed o reduce carbon emissions during constructio.

plan.
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subcontractors who could rent compliant equipment.

DiChiara said having access to the Tier 4 technalogy

currently meet those standards. It s a really big challenge inthe.
arket.he sad. You try to push the market where you can buta ot of

expensive, 5o people hang on to the for a ong time.”
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offic helps contractors apply for and access those funds. The irstis the

regional bsis. The second i the Department of ransportations
Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Act CMAQ).

Downing sad. The agency not only provides contact information, but

dieselintiativeis voluntary.

much o that we have submitted it to EPA to be nominated for
consideration amon their annual Clean Ai Excellence Awards
 And
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point to educing the impacts of human activty.

“Every ton of desel particulate that i reduce contributes to an

copoy Downing aid."
very powerful and anntegal part of the American economy. They are the

environment and s esicents ae kept toa minimum,
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inthe country. That makes the accomplishments ll the sweeter, Downing.
concluded,

when it breaks ground forthe next stage of development. The particular
needs ofthat projectwill elprefne the specs even furt

program and continue to implement that next project, he saic

concept to meet other construction and market demands. "We're hoping

equipment.”

helearned to encourage green changes i Portland's construction
Industry. Thererealy isnta down side tot from the society and
neighborhood point of view; ' jus trying o make it happen.”
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